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Chicken eggs treated with 8.0 mg of strychnine alkaloid are registered bv
the Eovironmenta] Protection Agency for controlling Franklin's ground
squirrels (Spermophiius franklinii). In a8 1987 field test, we examined the
efficacy of this countrol method with eggs containing 8.0 mg, 6.0 mg. and
4.0 mg of strvchnine. Imitially, we placed the eggs next to burrow
entrances; radio teiemetry and aulormatic moOVie cameras were used 10
monitor squirrel movements and predation on the eggs. The frec-roamung
animals essentially 1gnored the eggs. Of 62 animals, 23 (37 %) consumed
the eggs; of these 14 (61 %) died. We modified the test procedure and
placed eggs inside live traps with capuve squirrels for 24 hours. Of 135
animals so exposed, 133 consumed eggs, 2 did not consume eggs. 1i-
died, 17 survived, and 2 escaped. If the limited acceptance of
strychnine-treated cggs by free-ranging Franklin's ground squirrels is
charactenstic of results to be expected under operational control programs,
then either an improvement in the delivery svstem or a different control
method 1s needed.
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